Seven Lakes
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July 19, 2011
Dear Future Seven Lakes Orchestra Member,

It seems that this year has flown by very quicklyi, andtsat ver y kyamnud r tto albupdaiyorint ® te md t
high school caredittis packet ofanmation, from the Seven Lakes Orchestras, has beeo pedgigied and your
parents take andapth look at what orchestra is all about.

We have been very blessed at Seven Lakes High $dnginantha hajfearsof existence, the orchedtiave

earned many accolagde®l have performed several outstanding perfor@aneasembles have won numerous
ASweepstakes o tr opSinfoaigarsity) ensemble playedoutstdnding pesfarrmaaces osour very
first mésecal Goddo Ham CHheailri daBdowwor k, they were n
the high school equivalent of the OSbarRit Orchestra won this prestigious athaidefetmu s i cal , A Once
Mattressand secured anathe n o mi nat i on f or Additiorsllythe Simfohia Oréh&strayearned topd |
honors in the TMEA Honor Orchestra Competition, ranking sixth place among all high school orchestra programs i
outranking all other Katy ISD s@h20&/ They have consistently ranked in 2@itopexas, and this pastthall

nonvarsity grou@ambiataranked in the top &®January 2010 we per f or med Lowel | Lieb
Symphony No.uhder the baton of Mr. Jeffrey GrogaiMeftldersey Symphony Orchestra. Mr. Liebermann worked
with our students all that week, and the performance was the best in Seven Lakes history!

Our alent has proven itself, ddtens dRegion Orchestra memi#aesa Orchestra MemberssandrahltState

Orchestra membekar the yearslundresl of medakreearned at our UIL Solo and Ensemble Gbfetestred
oursixhconsecutiveweepstakes trogtyhd-ullOrchestra UIL and are striving for the saing@t@testrbliLl In

additiono the field trips to woeldown performances from artists likaktieeString Quarthe Eroica Trand

Joshua Be#itudents enjoy social evémdovie Nighte IkatingyWhite Elephgpartiesandice Creamdsials.Our

spring trips hakeought us to San Antonio, Bandera, Dallas, Chicago, and this year, to Nety Grleansd Bext r i p
take us to Los Angeles!

Our compassion hascomethmugh h f Il yi ng col or s, -AfCkildRragrarrOuristhderitsi n g t ¢
haveworked hard toward being the best students at Sewéth lagkésvements in academispants, in addition to
music.Stuents have enjoyed performing great repertoire, making new b@ndgpandf a havdrking, fun

lovingmusical family!

Pleaseheck out tHellowing pagesFatquently Asked Questionde invite you to be a member of one of the most
exciting groups at Seven Lakes High School. As a future flagship of Katy ISD, we want YOU to be a part of history
made!

MusicallyYours,
Desiree Overrdgirector of Orchestras

9251 South Fry Road Katy, Texas 77494 Ofc 281.237.2923 Fax 281.644.188
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS | Hey guys, 1om Jack Xu

the Seven Lakes Orche
great four years. | was lucky and honored to be
Thanks for taking some time to read about the Seven | the orchestra since my freshman yebcaandt

Orchestras! We are a havdrking, motivated group that loves | Pelieve how much of animpact orchestra has p
my high school career. Truly, orchestra has shj

perfor m! Wedve had astenceandthal = . ¢ "0 the wonderP ! €X
have catapulted us tbe top! Plegse continue reading for answ great peo’p|e I have met, and all the funny mom
to a few Frequently Asked Questions. occur every day, the Séakes Orchestra has bes

the family that kept my life together during the s|
high school. No other organization in this schog
Our Philharmonia Orchestra poses for a group picture. filled with such motivated children. The words g
come to mind that describe more than a hundre
students on gegle, passionately performing a

brillianthgomposed musical piece and seeing thg
and joy in their pare
helps students perfect their musicianship, but al
character. In addition to making great music, wj|
have many social events throughout the year, a
times where as a family, we can play and have
together. Orchestra has brought me some of m
closest fiends, and e
work these past three years, | can tell you alath
well worth it, from my improvement in my playin|
my new friends, and finally, for my improvemen
character. So | ask you to join the Seven Lakeg
How large is the orchestr&urrently, the Seven LakeseStras are| Orchestra, and become part of an awesome

dividednto fiveclasses during the school day. cMvily over150 | organization where you will experience some off
students enrolled, we are mtatiour perfiming groups. In 2apL | Most precious moments of your life.

ve will havefive string orchestras and one full orch@atr@rata | _jack xuClass of 201
PhilharmoniayricaCambiataard Sinfonia All of ougroupsompete
at UIL Contests and are gaged with numerous concerts and

performancedVith siyeriods of orchestra to accommodate your stieedutea honfia every playar the Seven
Lakes Orchestras!

What can | expect in the high school orchestras?
You have come from an outstamdiittdle school
orchestra progna with terrific directors and an
outstanding musical backgroudt expect much
of the sameommitment to exaedke and pursuit of
knowledge!

At the high school letr@re is a strongiphasis on
perfomance, with tsiover string orchestra literature,
full orchestra literature, and chamber music.
Refnement of rudimentary skills sigessed.
Additionally, all déuntsstudy music theory (the math
behind the musiic)depthandlisten to learn about the
way music arks (music appreoiati This balance
betveen performance and the more academic
curriculum of music makes eadénsta welbunded
musician.
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Do students have to audition to be part of the Seven Lakes Orchestras?

Students are assigned to oreleaticording to ability, attitude, and instrumentation. In order to be placed correctl
orchestra, an audition is necessary to ascertain the dppebpeisgemble. Auditions each year consist of a
performance of an etude oy aadbsighteadig. This audition takes place in late May for the upcoming Fall semestel
Audition information will be distribatitéthterested students &fieng Break.

Does the No Pass/No Play rule affect my participatiancinestra? Orchestra studentssipass ALL classes in

order to participate in estiraicular activities of the orchestra: contests, paid performances, and auditions for Re
Area, and State. Class time instruction andsahadterehearsasd sectionasr e ¢ o n sidudred edan di c
students participat¢hiese regardless of academic eligibility.

What is Full Orchestra?

Full Orchestra is a tradition that has been established in the very first year of our existéenel. baihdsvarsity
strings combine to penfeymphonic literature in each semedwr have alreaggrformedn severamajor
performances amgreblessed twin ousixthconsecutivé Swe e pst akes 0 UllLr@nget agnSight t h e
readingContestThere is no additional class to rdgiskecause thiglestra meets on Monday nights from 6 to 8p.

(PRI =T What is theMusical and how can | participatdhe
Be9%sTomn TerAwads t Fine Arts Department puts on a nav&oabthsrear.
Sl R e ARl COur firstpr oduction of fiYoudre
' ’ B r o wan dus several noations for the prestigious
Tommy Tune Aws(think of it like the Oscars for high
school musical), includiBgst Orchestra. Qur
produt i o n of fi By entertéeg eouyr Bir
audienceg o great .1mP0GrMOdes UWpesn
Mattressour 2009 prodiat, seced 12 nornmations
and won four awarikeluding Be st Or chestr a
Musi cal Directiono, oBest
Ex ecuaniobBe Ht St a g €ThisEyaas, e mb |
the department put on A Gu
/ L T nominated for 11 Tommy Tunes We & | | see \
ballots take us at the awards ceremony iTegilt Orchestra is comprised of selected Varsity Barfionand
Orchestra members only; but ANY student is encouraged to audition for a role on stage.

Can a student particiigain Athletics and Orchestra
ABSOLUTELYM is a misconception that students wigs 2
enrolled in Fine Arts have to choose between Athlé AN . % : g , :
Music. The Athletics and Fine Arts Departments wo il f(')rr']fggr'f SN e Sl RO WO g, IS W]
byside to allow our students to participatengpetes forg ' '

both departments. Conflicts sometimes happen,
always work them out. Good communication betfve
the coaches and teachemmwiant in fostering a pigsi
balance between your two passions.
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Do I bring my cello or bass batid forth to school2ike your junior high program, students may use a Katy ISD cello
or bass for a few of $100 per instrument per year. This fee is paid at the beginning of the school ydiats Violinists ¢
will transport their instrumentsabadiorth, but hawehestra loclsdo store these in.

What other commitments must | make in order to be a mefterschob sectionals are requiredtadents
enrolled ithe upper foensemblesAdditionallylonday night reheaéalto 8peach week is mandatory to prepare for
certain concerts during the school year. Not all students will attend Mondays digitihgetheaesdire school.year
Additionally, to prepare for upcomingon@arformances, studentseey to attelan additional Dress Rehearsal
or Clinic.

Class of 2013 riding the hayr@deur What expenses are incurred with membership in
annual Pumpkin Patdh B the OrchestrasVe have a few nominal fees that

' every student must pay at the opening of school.
Students pay an Activitye,Fea Uniform
Maintenance Fee, andipase a garment bafs
part of the performance uniforms, students provide
their own tuxedo shirt, black socks and black dress
shoes (boys); and black hosiery and black dress
shoes (girls). Additionally, students purchase the
informal concert uniformjctwiconsist of the
orchestraghirt. Students choosing to participate in
our social events (i.e. ice skating, bowdsigal
field trips) pay for their admissiofoaddcosts.
The spring trip at the end of the year is also an
additional expense.

Dol have to buy a tuxedo or formal gown for the concélits? Katy ISD issues a fornifairomto every enrolled
student; howevdéhnere is a Maintenance/Dry Cleaning Fee that must be paédawalsothat we have different
uniforms according to different performances that we have. Although most of our performances require the fc
uniform, periodically, we will wear our informabundieasedirchestra shirts and jeans) at informal settings.

What contests and competitions are availalbme?All students are encouraged to audition for a membership in the

Region 23 Orchestras in the Fall term. Addltlonally, students may choose to keep working toward the highes
ot S T BN orchestraT ME A 6-State. A | The Spring

semester is highlighbythe annual UIL Solo

andEnsembl€ontest At the highest &y

students may compete aAUWITs tTexasd s

State Solo and Ensemble Contest (TSSEC) in

May. Concerto competitions sponsored by

local civic organizations and youth orchestras

are highly eouraged.

- — === Working hard and performing arelearn

- you points toward your letter jacket, a very
prestigious honor! It
school iyour letter jackddid you know that
the very firsfeven Lakes H8tter jackets
were earned bydBestra students?
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What about social event& you have themQur StUden]. F|sh’|§S se"ing Starbucks at our annual
Officers select, plan, and coordinate all social aspec’ Pumpkin Patch
orchstra. This year, they planned our S@ampfi Mo \
Nighphad ai Whi t e 0 Eg e p b a sourmforanal
and Formal Banqueeriodically, we also host social e
in conjunction with rehearsals or perform@uceliggest
social event is our Spring trip, which combines the fun ||
vacation with a performance at aftown major vemu | Sy
Our ensembles have performed at the Meyerson S
Centerand Majestic TheaiterDallas, Chc a g 0 6 s

Halland at JudsonfR@ming Arts Centéfe look forward
il etting the good ti mes

spring foror cl i nics at Tul anag
trip brings us {b&und!!

| was a Student Officer at my middle school and would like to be an officer again. Can THe dffic@ of
President is restricted to upperclassmen, but anyonercie thdr officéd/e traditionally vote for officers in the
spring, but the Freshman Representative is voted on in the Fall semester.

How can my parents be involved in the Orchestra prodriaen3even Lak@schestrRarents Association (SLOPA)
isalways looking for energetic parents that ar@leaaitéging out the Director and the student menalbénghip

Seven Lakes Orchesti&¥ have meetingsoubnce anonth, with Officer meetings in the interim, and ask for parents
to contribute théme a various ways such as chaperoning events, contributing baked gémd®oestiaegs

hosting contests)dhelping fundraise for various itfashope that your parents will attend all of your concerts and
performaces, anavill lend a lging hand.

What do you do fdrundraising EveryFall, the orchessponsaa communiyidePumpkirPatch In the Spring

semester, our booster club sponsor bttp:éawww.inusittitheeyesarg r
for details!Additionally, the SLOPA manages S augis e <
fundraiserthroughout the school y€anfits from thg Sifehearsing fortne

fundraisers go toward our Springaridp other
expenditures

What benefits are enjoyed by beimgpember of the
Orchestra Wow! The besestion of alll Member
the @chestra reap many benefits. We all undgges
about improvement as a musidide. all know ths

focused practice and performing iffaveltdmusic i
the key to successfulsimmaking, but there are

-

many more wonderful things about high school or

Curriculuswise, we explore music theory, music hlstofy,
and music appreciation. We investigate the math, science, history, and culture surrounding music.
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http://www.musictitheeyes.org/

Orchestra hagalworld applications in character traits su " :
L . . Ml Beethoven makes g St appearance at the Wi
teamwork, disciplidedication, commitment, pride, and inte LY Y

Individual honors such agidReArea, and State Orches
membershimedals at UIL Solo and Ensemble, and of cou g
Severlakes letter jackeeincentives for being arber of this\gae
elite organization!

Socially, the orchestra family is &riglgroup of friends
support each othkernigh while learning, and love making
together. We are a gravwg organidzah with lots of
potential, tenacity, and talelard work and passion for
our art are the backbone of our organization. It is evide
that all of our oedtra students love to perform,
and that orchestra is a priority in our lives. In
essence, we loweplay, and it shows.

All-Stater Alberto Brem@untz warms up
just before the Fall Corgert

Chamber music is a boatload of fun!

If you have additional questions about the Seven Lakes Orchestras,
please feel free to contact the Director, Desiree Owadriaag of
the contact information below. Visit our website and navigate

around tdfind out more ahot our gr oup. We 6 d
you!
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