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July 19, 2011 
 
Dear Future Seven Lakes Orchestra Member, 
 
It seems that this year has flown by very quickly, and that itôs very hard to believe that youôre about to embark upon your 
high school career!  This packet of information, from the Seven Lakes Orchestras, has been provided to help you and your 
parents take an in-depth look at what orchestra is all about. 
 
We have been very blessed at Seven Lakes High School.  In our six and a half years of existence, the orchestras have 
earned many accolades, and have performed several outstanding performances.   Our ensembles have won numerous 
ñSweepstakesò trophies at various UIL contests.  Sinfonia (Varsity) ensemble played outstanding performances of our very 
first musical, ñYouôre a Good Man Charlie Brown!  For their hard work, they were nominated for the ñTommy Tuneò awards, 
the high school equivalent of the Oscars.  The Pit Orchestra won this prestigious award for their last musical, ñOnce Upon a 
Mattress,ò and secured another nomination for this yearôs ñGuys and Dolls.ò  Additionally, the Sinfonia Orchestra earned top 
honors in the TMEA Honor Orchestra Competition, ranking sixth place among all high school orchestra programs in Texas, 
outranking all other Katy ISD schools in 2007.  They have consistently ranked in the top 20 in Texas, and this past Fall, the 
non-varsity group, Cambiata, ranked in the top 30.  In January 2010, we performed Lowell Liebermannôs stunning 
Symphony No. 2, under the baton of Mr. Jeffrey Grogan of the New Jersey Symphony Orchestra.  Mr. Liebermann worked 
with our students all that week, and the performance was the best in Seven Lakes history! 
 
Our talent has proven itself, with dozens of Region Orchestra members, Area Orchestra Members, and several All-State 
Orchestra members over the years.  Hundreds of medals are earned at our UIL Solo and Ensemble Contest.  We earned 
our sixth consecutive Sweepstakes trophy at the Full Orchestra UIL and are striving for the same at String Orchestra UIL!  In 
addition to the field trips to world-renown performances from artists like the Tokyo String Quartet, the Eroica Trio, and 
Joshua Bell, students enjoy social events like Movie Night, Ice Skating, White Elephant parties, and Ice Cream Socials.  Our 
spring trips have brought us to San Antonio, Bandera, Dallas, Chicago, and this year, to New Orleans!  Next yearôs trip will 
take us to Los Angeles! 
 
Our compassion has come through with flying colors, by contributing to Katy ISDôs Adopt-A-Child Program.   Our students 
have worked hard toward being the best students at Seven Lakes with achievements in academia and sports, in addition to 
music.  Students have enjoyed performing great repertoire, making new friends, and being part of a hard-working, fun-
loving, musical family! 
 
Please check out the following pages of Frequently Asked Questions.  We invite you to be a member of one of the most 
exciting groups at Seven Lakes High School.  As a future flagship of Katy ISD, we want YOU to be a part of history to be 
made! 
 
Musically Yours,  
Desiree Overree, Director of Orchestras  

Seven Lakes   
High School 
Orchestras 
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 
Thanks for taking some time to read about the Seven Lakes 
Orchestras!  We are a hard-working, motivated group that loves to 
perform!  Weõve had a remarkable three years of existence and that 
have catapulted us to the top!  Please continue reading for answers 
to a few Frequently Asked Questions. 

 
How large is the orchestra?  Currently, the Seven Lakes Orchestras are 
divided into five classes during the school day.  With currently over 150 
students enrolled, we are proud all of our performing groups.  In 2011-12, 
we will have five string orchestras and one full orchestra: Camerata, 
Philharmonia, Lyrica, Cambiata, and Sinfonia.  All of our groups compete 
at UIL Contests and are engaged with numerous concerts and 
performances.  With six periods of orchestra to accommodate your schedule, there is a home for every player in the Seven 
Lakes Orchestras! 
 

What can I expect in the high school orchestras? 
You have come from an outstanding middle school 
orchestra program with terrific directors and an 
outstanding musical background.  Just expect much 
of the same commitment to excellence and pursuit of 
knowledge! 
 
At the high school level, there is a strong emphasis on 
performance, with units over string orchestra literature, 
full orchestra literature, and chamber music.  
Refinement of rudimentary skills is stressed.  
Additionally, all students study music theory (the math 
behind the music) in depth, and listen to learn about the 
way music works (music appreciation).  This balance 
between performance and the more academic 
curriculum of music makes each student a well-rounded 
musician. 

 
 
 

Hey guys, Iôm Jack Xu and Iôm a graduating senior from 
the Seven Lakes Orchestra.  Looking back, itôs been a 
great four years.  I was lucky and honored to be part of 
the orchestra since my freshman year, and I cannot 
believe how much of an impact orchestra has played in 
my high school career.  Truly, orchestra has shaped my 
life; from the wonderful music Iôve played, to all the 
great people I have met, and all the funny moments that 
occur every day, the Seven Lakes Orchestra has been 
the family that kept my life together during the stress of 
high school.  No other organization in this school is 
filled with such motivated children.  The words cannot 
come to mind that describe more than a hundred 
students on a stage, passionately performing a 
brilliantly-composed musical piece and seeing the pride 
and joy in their parentsô faces.  The program not only 
helps students perfect their musicianship, but also their 
character.  In addition to making great music, we also 
have many social events throughout the year, and 
times where as a family, we can play and have fun 
together.  Orchestra has brought me some of my 
closest fiends, and even though itôs been a lot of hard 
work these past three years, I can tell you all that it was 
well worth it, from my improvement in my playing, t o 
my new friends, and finally, for my improvements in my 
character.  So I ask you to join the Seven Lakes 
Orchestra, and become part of an awesome 
organization where you will experience some of the 
most precious moments of your life. 
 
-Jack Xu, Class of 2011   

 

Our Philharmonia Orchestra poses for a group picture. 

Just goofing offé 
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Do students have to audition to be part of the Seven Lakes Orchestras?   
Students are assigned to orchestras according to ability, attitude, and instrumentation.  In order to be placed correctly in 
orchestra, an audition is necessary to ascertain the appropriate-level ensemble.  Auditions each year consist of a 
performance of an etude or solo, and sight-reading.  This audition takes place in late May for the upcoming Fall semester.  
Audition information will be distributed to all interested students after Spring Break. 
 
Does the No Pass/No Play rule affect my participation in   orchestra?  Orchestra students must pass ALL classes in 
order to participate in extra-curricular activities of the orchestra: contests, paid performances, and auditions for Region, 
Area, and State.  Class time instruction and all after-school rehearsals and sectionals are considered ñcurricularò and 
students participate in these regardless of academic eligibility. 
 
What is Full Orchestra? 
Full Orchestra is a tradition that has been established in the very first year of our existence.  The varsity-level bands and 
strings combine to perform symphonic literature in each semester.  We have already performed in several major 
performances and were blessed to win our sixth consecutive ñSweepstakesò trophy at the annual UIL Concert and Sight-
reading Contest!  There is no additional class to register for because this orchestra meets on Monday nights from 6 to 8p. 

 
What is the Musical and how can I participate?  The 
Fine Arts Department puts on a musical every other year.  
Our first production of ñYouôre a Good Man, Charlie 
Brownò won us several nominations for the prestigious 
Tommy Tune Awards (think of it like the Oscars for high 
school musical), including Best Orchestra.  Our 
production of ñBye Bye, Birdie!ò entertained our 
audiences to great 1950ôs music.  ñOnce Upon a 
Mattress,ò our 2009 production, secured 12 nominations 
and won four awards, including òBest Orchestra,ó òBest 
Musical Directionó, òBest Technical Crew and 
Execution,ó and òBest Stage Ensemble.ó  This year, 
the department put on ñGuys and Dolls,ò and were 
nominated for 11 Tommy Tunes!  Weôll see where the 

ballots take us at the awards ceremony in April!  The Pit Orchestra is comprised of selected Varsity Band and Sinfonia 
Orchestra members only; but ANY student is encouraged to audition for a role on stage. 
 
 
Can a student participate in Athletics and Orchestra?  
ABSOLUTELY!  It is a misconception that students who are 
enrolled in Fine Arts have to choose between Athletics and 
Music.  The Athletics and Fine Arts Departments work side-
by-side to allow our students to participate and compete for 
both departments.  Conflicts sometimes happen, but we 
always work them out.  Good communication between all of 
the coaches and teachers is important in fostering a positive 
balance between your two passions. 
 
 
 
 

Nominee for ñBest Orchestraò ï 2007 Tommy Tune Awards 
Winner for ñBest Orchestraò ï 2009 Tommy Tune Awards 
Nominee for ñBest Orchestraò ï 2011 Tommy Tune Awards 

 

Sinfonia celli perform a Cello Choir work at the Winter 
concert. 
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Do I bring my cello or bass back and forth to school?  Like your junior high program, students may use a Katy ISD cello 
or bass for a few of $100 per instrument per year.  This fee is paid at the beginning of the school year.  Violinists and violists 
will transport their instruments back and forth, but have orchestra lockers to store these in.   
 
What other commitments must I make in order to be a member?  After-school sectionals are required of students 
enrolled in the upper four ensembles.  Additionally, Monday night rehearsals (6 to 8p) each week is mandatory to prepare for 
certain concerts during the school year.  Not all students will attend Monday night rehearsals during the entire school year.  
Additionally, to prepare for upcoming concerts or performances, students may need to attend an additional Dress Rehearsal 
or Clinic. 

 
What expenses are incurred with membership in 
the Orchestras?  We have a few nominal fees that 
every student must pay at the opening of school.  
Students pay an Activity Fee, a Uniform 
Maintenance Fee, and purchase a garment bag.  As 
part of the performance uniforms, students provide 
their own tuxedo shirt, black socks and black dress 
shoes (boys); and black hosiery and black dress 
shoes (girls).  Additionally, students purchase the 
informal concert uniform, which consist of the 
orchestra t-shirt.  Students choosing to participate in 
our social events (i.e. ice skating, bowling, musical 
field trips) pay for their admission and food costs.  
The spring trip at the end of the year is also an 
additional expense. 
 

Do I have to buy a tuxedo or formal gown for the concerts?  No.  Katy ISD issues a formal uniform to every enrolled 
student; however, there is a Maintenance/Dry Cleaning Fee that must be paid.  Also, be aware that we have different 
uniforms according to the different performances that we have.  Although most of our performances require the formal 
uniform, periodically, we will wear our informal uniform (purchased orchestra shirts and jeans) at informal settings.   
 
What contests and competitions are available to me?  All students are encouraged to audition for a membership in the 
Region 23 Orchestras in the Fall term.  Additionally, students may choose to keep working toward the highest level of 

orchestra: TMEAôs All-State.  The Spring 
semester is highlighted by the annual UIL Solo 
and Ensemble Contest.  At the highest level, 
students may compete at UT-Austinôs Texas 
State Solo and Ensemble Contest (TSSEC) in 
May.  Concerto competitions sponsored by 
local civic organizations and youth orchestras 
are highly encouraged. 
 
Working hard and performing well can earn 
you points toward your letter jacket, a very 
prestigious honor!  Itôs cool to be seen around 
school in your letter jacket!  Did you know that 
the very first Seven Lakes HS letter jackets 
were earned by Orchestra students? 
 

Class of 2013 riding the hayride at our 

annual  Pumpkin Patch! 

The Symphony Orchestra performs at Symphony Center in Chicago. 
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What about social events?  Do you have them?  Our Student 
Officers select, plan, and coordinate all social aspects of the 
orchestra.  This year, they planned our Summer Camp, ñMovie 
Night,ò had a ñWhite Elephantò gift exchange and our Informal 
and Formal Banquets.  Periodically, we also host social events 
in conjunction with rehearsals or performances.  Our biggest 
social event is our Spring trip, which combines the fun of a mini-
vacation with a performance at an out-of-town major venue.  
Our ensembles have performed at the Meyerson Symphony 
Center and Majestic Theater in Dallas, Chicagoôs Symphony 
Hall, and at Judson Performing Arts Center.  We look forward to 
ñletting the good times rollò as we journey to New Orleans this 
spring for our clinics at Tulane University.  Next yearôs spring 
trip brings us LA-bound!! 
 
I was a Student Officer at my middle school and would like to be an officer again.  Can I do that?  The office of 
President is restricted to upperclassmen, but anyone can run for the other offices.  We traditionally vote for officers in the 
spring, but the Freshman Representative is voted on in the Fall semester. 
 
How can my parents be involved in the Orchestra program?  The Seven Lakes Orchestra Parents Association (SLOPA) 
is always looking for energetic parents that are excited about helping out the Director and the student membership of the 
Seven Lakes Orchestras.  We have meetings about once a month, with Officer meetings in the interim, and ask for parents 
to contribute their time a various ways such as chaperoning events, contributing baked goods or snacks for receptions, 
hosting contests, and helping fundraise for various items.  We hope that your parents will attend all of your concerts and 
performances, and will lend a helping hand. 
 
What do you do for Fundraising?  Every Fall, the orchestra sponsors a community-wide Pumpkin Patch.  In the Spring 
semester, our booster club sponsors a violin art raffle called ñMusic to the Eyes.ò  Check out http://www.musictitheeyes.org 
for details!  Additionally, the SLOPA manages smaller 
fundraisers throughout the school year.  Profits from the 
fundraisers go toward our Spring trip and other 
expenditures. 
 
What benefits are enjoyed by being a member of the 
Orchestra?  Wow!  The best question of all!  Members of 
the Orchestra reap many benefits.  We all understand 
about improvement as a musician.  We all know that 
focused practice and performing more difficult music is 
the key to successful music-making, but there are so 
many more wonderful things about high school orchestra! 
 
Curriculum-wise, we explore music theory, music history, 
and music appreciation.  We investigate the math, science, history, and culture surrounding music. 

Fishies selling Starbucks at our annual 

Pumpkin Patch 

Class of 2011 after the Fall concert 
Violas rehearsing for the upcoming Masterworks concert. 

http://www.musictitheeyes.org/
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Orchestra has real-world applications in character traits such as: 
teamwork, discipline, dedication, commitment, pride, and integrity.  
 
Individual honors such as Region, Area, and State Orchestra 
membership, medals at UIL Solo and Ensemble, and of course, the 
Seven Lakes letter jacket are incentives for being a member of this 
elite organization! 
 
Socially, the orchestra family is a tight-knit group of friends who 
support each other, laugh while learning, and love making music 
together.  We are a growing organization with lots of 
potential, tenacity, and talent.  Hard work and passion for 
our art are the backbone of our organization. It is evident 
that all of our orchestra students love to perform, 
and that orchestra is a priority in our lives.  In 
essence, we love to play, and it shows.   

 
 
If you have additional questions about the Seven Lakes Orchestras, 
please feel free to contact the Director, Desiree Overree, at any of 
the contact information below.  Visit our website and navigate 
around to find out more about our group.  Weõd love to hear from 
you! 
 

We love to playéand it shows! 

Beethoven makes a guest appearance at the Winter 
concert. 

We work together to set up and take down for 
concerts and special events that we host. 

All-Stater Alberto Bremauntz warms up 
just before the Fall Concert 

Chamber music is a boatload of fun! 


